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Our Mission:

“As Christ clearly calls us, we
seek the fullness of life in
Christ for all people by:
Worshiping and praising God;
Supporting, nurturing, and
equipping each other and our
congregation;

Serving people in need in our
community and world;
Witnessing to all in the name
of Christ.”
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November 29 is the First Sunday in Advent, a tiorecklebrating the coming of Christ
in three ways: his first coming in a humble bitiilg second coming to reign, and his
coming to us every day (especially as we gathbismame to celebrate through Word
and Sacrament at worship). Our Gospel lessonsi®coming church year will come
from the Gospel of Luke, the evangelist.

The themes of renewal and discipleship are veryhmaugart of Luke’s Gospel, and that
Is what we are going to be about at Grace this ogryear. We have much to celebrate
and look forward to as God'’s people in this patticplace, but we also realize that we
are in a rebuilding phase. It is important thatumderstand what we've lost, realize
what we still have, and come fully together in Bung what is to be. | know that God is
with us on this journey, because | have seen mivasuhings happening here already.
What | am hoping for is that all of us will be magithis journey together, whether we
have been actively involved at Grace recently arnib doesn’t matter. What really
matters is that we come together now, ready to &t @od is calling us to do, and to
be who God is calling us to be. So, how do we gmatoing that? One sure way is by
understanding our Church Year and how observingetl8undays will enhance our own
lives the rest of the week.

Within a span of the five weekends in November efelorate All Saints Day, Christ the
King Sunday, and the First Sunday in Advent (thai\eajent of New Year’s Day in the
church year calendar). That's a lot of celebratimg; celebration is good, isn't it?

Of course, celebration is good - if it is donehg tight way, for the right reasons, at the
right time. Jesus began his ministry by celebrading wedding; his first miracle was
performed there. Even in his darkest hours as tetifhis death on a cross, Jesus
wanted to celebrate the Passover Meal with hispgles: Those times were important
and special to Jesus. That is why our participatiomorship, especially during the fes-
tival times of the Church Year, is so importardolhope that each of you plan to cele-
brate those festivals with your church family, adlas setting up your own home altar
and observing these important occasions througjmutweek. Make use of the
“Taking Faith Home” sheet that is attached to ywaekly newsletter on Sundays, or,
develop your own rituals and traditions around ¢htmes.

We have talked about Advent at the beginning of liiter. Let's now turn our attention
to the other special days in November. The firstichv we will have celebrated by the
time you get this newsletter, is All Saints Day,iethoccurs at the time of harvest and
falling of leaves from the trees. This day remindghat in the midst of changing times

(Cont'd on page 2)



one thing is certain: all of God’s saints (belieydyoth those living and those who have died) tlagdrope and promise
of eternal life through our Risen Lord. It is a éifo remember our loved ones, but it is also a toneflect upon our
own spiritual awareness and discipleship.

Christ the King Sunday comes following two weekstafries of crisis and judgment. Even in the maddtailty and
mortality, we confess our faith in our risen Lostiare in his supper, and recognize his dominiorvartdry over sin,
death, and the power of the devil. Through our veofud liturgy and such hymns as “Crown Him With Ma@rowns”,
“Beautiful Savior”, and “Blessing and Honor,” weash the celebration of Christ’s lordship over all.

Of course, there is also the national Day of Thgiviksg, which is most often looked forward to asnae to be with
family and friends. But we must go deeper thandiisve remember those who are lonely, or withoelteh or do not
have a job. Our North Raleigh Community Thanksgiv8ervice is a good way for us to come together

both to celebrate and to share of our own wealtihabothers, too, may be able to give thanks ifits they may not
have otherwise (simple things that you and | takegfanted — like a meal and a warm place to sléép$ year the ser-
vice is on Tuesday, November 24, at 7:00 PM ati@tothy Episcopal Church.

I know that November is a busy, busy month for eafcyou already. However, | believe that by takihg time to cele-
brate these special times in our Church Year efiok will find both blessings and opportunitiestwa blessing to oth-
ers. True discipleship involves building relatiomshwith Christ at the center. What a great timede that unfold!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Michael

. Want to learn more about this book referred to as "The Book of Faith?" Have unanswered
{ guestions about the Bible? Want to learn more but don't know where to begin? Want to have
| fun with other members of the Grace church family? Then mark your calendars for Sunday
afternoon Nov. 22 from 3-5pm. Grace is hosting its first Bible Milestone event. There will be
7 fun activities, an opportunity to ask Bible questions, free Bibles, and so much more. All ages
2" are invited and families are encouraged to attend together. There will be copies of the new
Blble Luthera}n Study.Bit_)I_e, the Spark chiIQren's Bible, a_nd the Spark Bible Storybook. Bibles are
1 often given at significant milestones in a person's life. The tools needed to explore the Bible
Ml estone and to learn to drink deeply from its rich resources sometimes are not provided. So come on
Event out and learn more about this book that is so important to people of faith. Watch the narthex

for a sign up sheet or contact AIM Ellen Koester for more info.

| would like to thank each of you for being a part of this year’'s “Living a Life of
Meaning and Purpose” Stewardship Program. On Commitment Sunday, October @[Iﬁﬁ/
11, Grace Congregation received 79 pledges of financial support totaling over eanln &
$290,000. | was especially gratified to see a number of our young people growing

in their faith life by pledging for the very first time! We are blessed that they are Purp()se

part of our family in Christ.

This level of commitment is an excellent beginning. If we compare the current number of pledges to the 125 pledges re-
ceived last year, we're over half way there. Can we match last year’s giving? | believe that we will do even better.

If you haven’'t made a financial commitment for the coming year, prayerfully consider doing so. Even a modest commit-
ment is important step toward becoming the generous people God wants us to be. When we return to God what is dear
to us, our money, our time, our unique abilities, we show our praise and adoration for the Him in a real and tangible way.
Your heartfelt commitment to participation in Christ’'s mission at Grace Congregation shows that you put God first your
life and enables us to increase our service to one another.

John Hefner
Stewardship Committee Chair



Dear Sisters in Christ,
‘\‘ Our Mission Statement:- To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

Our Statement of Purpose:- As a community of women created in the image of God, called to
discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in
faith, to affirm our gifts, to support one another in our callings, to engage in ministry and action,
/| and to promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.

What a rich, meaningful statement that is! It says so much about the intentions of the women who sit at the meeting ta-
ble once a month. We dare to believe that we can, in our own sphere, accomplish much of what is necessary for whole-
ness and healing, wherever it is needed. Women have always known how to heal, whether bodies, relationships, or
families. What is different is that we believe that we can do and be more: we can broaden our scope.

We have interesting programs coming up, starting in November. On three consecutive Sundays, the 1%, 8", and 15™,
Women of ELCA along with Thrivent, is sponsoring a program called More Than Money Matters It is an interac-
tive,values-based workshop offered by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, and is not only free but no one will try to sell you
anything. Participants will learn how to 1) identify what is most important in your life and how to set goals, 2) make shar-
ing, saving, and spending decisions in line with your values, and 3) to apply basic money management tools to help to
budget, reduce debt, and find money to save. There will be six workshops dealing with these topics;- Stewardship and
Values, Communicating About Money, Setting Goals, Credit and Debt, Finding Money to Save, and Budget and Net
Worth. After a light lunch, Jan Boyer from Thrivent will be conducting our endeavor. We should be finished by 4:00PM.
Child Care will be provided if necessary, but please turn in your registration forms or call Helen Hauser at (919)854-
9264. She can answer all questions you have,and arrange for child care.

Also in November, we need to put together Health Kits for LWR. There is a desperate need for kits in countries provid-
ing for refugees—nine of them at present. We will need items donated, new and of good quality but not expensive, as in
previous years. The items are listed in the article at the top of Page 4. We will probably meet to work on assembling
these kits after the WELCA meeting on November 10". Come share the fellowship of WELCA that evening as we learn
a new meaning for the word “hospitality.” The meeting is from 7:00 until 8:30pm, and the program leaders for the month
are Karen Drakulic and Judy Frye. All women are invited to come join us.

Old business from last year A check was received in August from Thrivent for $1,256.00, proceeds from our Taters and
Talents and coffee sales, matched by half that amount by Thrivent. This check was given to Bonnie Torgersen for North
Raleigh Ministries. Well done, ladies!

Planning ahead One day Lenten Retreat—February 27, 2010—"Refill at the Well”

Greater Raleigh Lutheran Loose Thread Sewers Retreat—Feb.5-7, 2010—to learn to do or just watch being done—LWR
quilts, prayer shawls, Newborn baby hats. Will be Bible Study, group discussions, devotional times, movies and pop-
corn, walks, and fellowship.

Cost is $100/person. Register before Dec 31, 2009—Agape Retreat Center, Fuquay-Varina, NC.

Spring Weekend Retreat at Kure Beach—April 9-11, 2010—"“Come to the Fountain with Mary”

Need input on this—Planned workshop in January, 2010, possibly Sat the 16™—“How to Plan a WELCA Program”.
Please contact Judy Frye or Karen Drakulic.

Our saved pennies are going to Mountain Women Rising (Appalachian Women) and to your Thankofferings.

Our next meeting is scheduled for the second Tuesday in November. We invite you to be our guest on Tuesday, No-
vember 10", at 7:00PM, at the Women of ELCA meeting, as we find out that hospitality is more than being warm and
friendly to others. It is a mission, a way of life, not only to see Christ in the other, but also to move us to make room,
make ready, and be available to those in need. Don’t you take pains to make sure your guests are entirely comfortable?
Come and find out what else you can do.

We are a very active parish, speaking of outreach, and it is imperative that WELCA carves itself a niche to survive. Let
us all give this idea some thought. As we learned in October’s meeting, we all have a little piece of the wisdom and need
to bring it to the table. We are working to come up with a solution for the challenge of providing opportunities for women
of Grace Lutheran Church to meet around the WELCA table.

— submitted by Jean Gerald
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=-————ri'_'1l-"i ﬂ=ﬂ_=_-lﬂ'= Women of the ELCA are again collecting items for health kits for Lutheran World Relief.
v = There will be a box in the narthex.

Items needed:
One hand towel, (dark color) — One washcloth, (dark color) — One bath size bar (4-50z) soap in original
wrapping — One adult-size toothbrush in original packaging — One sturdy comb (preferably wide-tooth),
remove packaging — One metal nail file or nail clippers with file attached (no cardboard emery boards)
— Six Band aids (1/2"-3/4") secured with rubber band — No toothpaste.

Thank you!
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Sunday, November 8th,will be the beginning of a month to self-select with a free will dona-
tion books that are no longer utilized. The donation will go towards purchasing DVD's and/or
more relevant reference books. The books that are not "for sale" will be clearly marked.
Books that are left at the end of the month will be removed and recycled. We welcome your
support in revamping the library!

1$

Spend an evening on Thursday, December 3rd, at 8:00pm, at the N.C. State—
Thompson Hall—enjoying the play “It's a Wonderful Life,” rated very good. We need to
get sign ups early, to confirm seating. Price $11.00 per. See poster in the narthex.
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November is the month of
Thanksgiving, but it often also
includes the beginning of a new
church year. This year, Novem-
ber 29 is the first Sunday of Ad-

Saturday, November 28th _ vent. The season of Advent is 4
9:00am Hanging of the Greens” in the Narthex and about Jesus, the Word, “coming.”

Sanctuary (tall help needed for decorating It's about anticipatina and prepar- @c g ‘
the Chrismon Tree in the Sanctuary). Any ing for Christ's a?rnvaglj prep il Tun.
member is invited to help.

OF ADVENT

God comes to us in many and various ways. He

Sunday, December 13th , _ speaks to us through the prophets and saints. He
12:30pm Caroling with lunch in the Fellowship Hall comes in the beauty and mysteries of nature. Most of
_ all, God comes in the person of Christ, speaking to his
Thursday, December 24th (Christmas Eve) listeners face to face.
5:00pm Family Service with Holy Communion and
_ Children’s Christmas Program Pastor Edmund Steimle put it this way: “The Christian
10:40pm Choral Presentation _ story is a story of God coming into the middle of life, of
11:00pm Candlelight Service with Holy Communion our lives, opening the dialogue with us.”
Frida.ly, December 25th (Christmas Day) o That's what Advent is really all about: God visiting the
7:00am Community Scandinavian Service in the earth in person to speak with anyone and everyone

Sanctuary who is ready to do so.




Tom Gipson was named the winner in the Ultimate Volunteer Contest of ABC'’s
The View. He appeared on The View Monday, October 19, during the 11:00 pro-
gram. A member of Grace, Tom developed a project in which local homebuilders
built homes for Habitat for Humanity. In 2002 twelve homes were built in week’s
time; in 2003 two dozen. A few years ago the project went international, and hun-
dreds more homes have been built. Tom attributes the success of the program to
“the generosity of these homebuilders.

Dear Grace Family,
Thank you for the lovely photo with signatures. What a very special Gift! As always, it is an honor
to serve with all of you. Blessings, Ellen

| want to thank all of you for the birthday and get well cards; Lois Jean'’s visit to the hospital; and
the Graces who are truly amazing. My shelves are bursting with color, in celebration of my birth-
day and that all went well with my carotid arteriogram. | am healing welll Thank you Pastor Frye
for your helpful counsel. Thank you all for your prayers that are so very welcome always. God

bless you. — Emily Gassmann
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BIRTHS

Rylee Alexandra Humphrey (10/4) lan Nicholas Queen (10/11)
ADDRESS CHANGES

Jennifer & Abdelmohsen Mahmoud Paul, Emily & Samuel Nicholson

5320 Middleton Rd. PO Box 1792

Durham, NC 27713-1741 Poulsbo, WA 98370

Benjamin Bobay & Erin Regel & Alexandra Roz Sekadlo

5509 Raddington St. Emmanuel Home

Raleigh, NC 27613-5712 202 N. Tarboro St.

Raleigh, NC 27610
Melba Fowler

4209 Lassiter Mill Rd., STE 457 Dottee Tonnesen
Raleigh, NC 27609 The Lodge at Wake Forest
Tele #919/274-2023 1151 S. Main St., Rm. 239

Wake Forest, NC 27587
TELEPHONE CHANGE
Leon & Carolyn Moser — 919/400-6553

Ona Lighter Nog
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The "Seniors Prom", a Starry Night, will be held on Saturday, November 7th, 7-9pm at
Grace. Invites have gone out, and there is a sign up sheet in the Narthex. Join us for a night
of fun, food and dancing! Shuttle service from your home to Grace and back will be provided.
Reservations required for the shuttle service.

The idea for this cross-generational event came out of our Kairos workshops and the result-
ing Seniors Initiative. In 5-10 years, there will be more people on Earth over 65 than under 5.
Since both groups (the Senior High school kids and the 65 and older group) benefit from
spending time together, we thought it was important to acquaint the two groups to form a
cross-generational bond.
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SEASONS OF CARING — You have unlocked independence for more than 100 families this
year through your generous support. Please join us at our Annual Breakfast on Thursday, November

inspiring stories of families in our program. We want you to know how deeply we appreciate your role
in helping families. We will be accepting pledges and financial donations, but there will be no pres-
’ === sure to contribute. We would be honored by your presence. Please RSVP to Gail@plmft.org or 624-
1280 if you can join us.

MAKE A WISH — “Happy Birthday to you, happy birthday to you, happy birthday to... umm... everyone! Happy birthday to
you!” The voices of the Girl Scouts of Troop 1254 and the children who reside at the Brookside apartment complex filled the
living room of the PLM office. One of the every-other-monthly birthday parties thrown by Troop 1254 and its leaders was well
underway. The children, residents and girl scouts alike, were congregated in a tight cluster on the floor in front of the glowing
candles. With the anthem’s end, some of them jumped to their feet and blew in the cake’s general direction while voices
chanted, “Make a wish! Make a wish!” But many of the wishes that evening had already come true. The girl scouts and their
troop leaders had dedicated an evening to applying temporary tattoos, playing games, dancing, and sharing treats with PLM
families and staff. Their tremendous generosity resulted in a fabulous birthday celebration and fun had by all. Shortly after the
singing, homemade cake and lemonade were distributed to all of the birthday party participants. Their frosting mustaches
stayed in place until the cleanup and goodbyes began. Farewell to the charismatic girl scouts and dinosaur body art... until
November, that is.

TRANSITIONS — It is with a heavy heart that we announce that Laura Benson, Executive Director, leaves PLM Families To-
gether after a successful four-year tenure. Laura will continue to serve our community in a new role with Lutheran Family Ser-
vices.

While change is always difficult, it is also exciting and presents new opportunities to look at the organization and decide
what we want to achieve over the next 5 years. New leadership always provides fresh energy and inspiration. In the interim,
Jim Davis, who was recently our Board Secretary and a member of our Executive Committee, will serve as Interim Director.
Jim has taken a leave of absence from his board roles. In his Interim Director role he will direct the transition process; Beth
Bordeaux chairs the search committee which is already underway. You can contact Jim Davis at imdavis@hoskinsdavis.com
or at 859-0892.

With these changes, and as we transition into a new calendar year, we continue to look for additional Board and committee
leadership. Please search your hearts and give prayerful consideration to how your congregation might best help during this
time.

HOLIDAY SMILES — In the movie, A Christmas Story, the story’s main character, Ralphie, reflects with great nostalgia upon a
childhood Christmas. He captures his child’s view of this miraculous holiday when he speaks of it as the “lovely, glorious, beau-
tiful Christmas, upon which the entire kid year revolved.” Oh, to remember those days of wonderment! Last year, 30 different
businesses, churches, and families participated in Holiday Smiles. Their outstanding generosity resulted in magical Christ-
mases for 69 families who were enrolled in the PLM program or who had successfully completed the program. This year, we
are attempting to once again, draw on the generosity of past donors and encourage the participation of new ones, so that the
families of PLM Families Together can share in the giving tradition of the blessed holidays. It is our intention that every child
currently enrolled or recent graduate of PLM experiences a holiday celebration, which like Ralphie’s, will make the past year of
excited anticipation worth every moment. Please consider becoming a Holiday Smiles sponsor this year. Please contact Elisa-
beth Flaherty at jv@plmft.org or 212-8607 to volunteer.

PRIORITY WISH LIST — Pots and Pans, Dishes and Silverware, Gently used (clean) jackets and coats.
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We Believe in Prayer
Prayers the past month

For praise and thanksgiving...

Mark, ELCA Presiding Bishop, Leonard, our Synod Bishop, for Pr. Michael,
AIM Ellen, and for all pastors, teachers, and leaders in the Church

The ministries of this congregation, The School of Grace , PLM-Families To-

gether, North Raleigh Ministries, Helen Wright Center, Meals on Wheels, Food
Bank, Kairos Outside, Alpha, Alliance Medical Ministries, Urban Ministries, Open Door Clinic,
Joy of Discovery Lutheran Church, The Universal Christian Church of Haiti

Our Prayer Partner Congregation, Christ Lutheran Church, Stanley, NC

The President, Congress and Supreme Court of the United States

Leaders of all nations, especially those entrusted with finding a lasting peace in the Middle East

Our military forces (especially Tod Allen, Gabbi Althouse, Alex Berry, Griffin Burns. Tom Chapman,
Eric Kohl, Joseph Liefer, Steve Madritch, Dan Ragone, Doug Ragone, Eric Stunkard, Greg

Troehler)

For people around the world in need...

Victims and families of those involved in terrorists attacks
Our neighbors who aren’t sure where their next meal will come from

For our homebound members...

Erika Reter (6301 Cape Charles Dr., Raleigh 27617)
Roz Sekadlo (Emmanuel Home, 202 N. Tarboro St., Raleigh, NC 27610)
Paula Stresemann (Long Leaf Neuro-Medical Treatment Ctr., Wilson, NC)

For iliness, surgeries or injuries...

(Members)

Scott Bolin Vic Lebsock Scott Secor

Patrick Handlon
Bob & Shirley Hanson

Nickey Lovick
Jim MacDaid

Dolores Kling Vernon &

Joan Krueger

For iliness, surgeries or injuries...
Gerri Boatlick

Ray Boyden

Ralph Breeding
Nancy Charles

The Chitinis Family
George Greer

Pam Harrell
Stephen & Kelly Kelbaugh
Charles Kistler
John Krisko
Howard Lebsock
Claude Lemley
Mary Mackay
Virginia Moxley
John Munson

Ken Perkins

Pat Samuels

Edgar Saul

Mary Lou Sielschott
Clara Siros

Paul Thomas Smith
Lucille Spense
Diane Schember
Spike Spinella

Tom Torbet

For families of...
Eileen Bonkowski
Louise Bonke
Kay Schneider

Margarette Peoples

(Family/Friends of Members)

Pat Brown’s cousin

Jim & Peggy MacDaid'’s friend
Charles Breeding'’s brother

Pat Brown'’s friend

Suzanne Hagen'’s friends

Emily Nicholson'’s brother
Robin Queen’s mother

Gary & Jill Nobles’ friends
Barbara Oates’ father

Trude McLaughlin’s husband
Vic Lebsock’s brother

Dennis Lemley’s father

Pat Brown'’s friend

Nancy Thompson’s mother
Barbara Rodberg'’s father
Former Member of Grace

Pat Brown'’s friend

Eulaline Ramsahoye’s uncle
Suzanne Hagen'’s aunt

Robin Queen’s niece

Pr. Michael & Judy Frye’s grand nephew
Eulaline Ramsahoye’s neighbor
Rosie Miller’s cousin

Tommy & Barbara Oates’ family friend
Suzanne Hagen'’s brother

Pat Brown'’s Cousin
Member of Grace
Heidi Craig’s mother

Dottee Tonnesen
Pong Zumhagen
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Wednesdays, December
2nd, 9th and 16th
Meal at 6:00pm

Worship at 7:00pm
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH
at 1:00 PM

Immediately following the 11:00am wor-

ship service there will be a fellowship
lunch in the fellowship Hall. After lunch we will be vot-
ing on Council candidates, 2010 Proposed Mission
Plan, receiving annual reports, etc. It is important that
you attend.

The agenda and accompanying reports will be avail-
able in the narthex the Sunday prior to the Annual
Meeting. Anyone not able to pick up this information
should call the office (787-1815) and request that it be
mailed to them. If you leave your request via voice
mail, please be sure to include your name and phone
number.

NOTE: PACKETS NOT PICKED UP OR RE-
QUESTED WILL BE DISCARDED FOLLOWING THE
ANNUAL MEETING.




