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OurMission:

“As Chiist dealy callsus, we
seek the fullness of life in
Chiist for all people by
Worshiping and praising God;
Supporting, nurtuting, and
equipping each otherand our
congregation;

Senving people in need in our
community and word;
Witnessing to all in the name
of Christ.”

\Jiﬁtet IIS here !




The early Christmas Eve w orship service is held at 5:00pm though pre-service music
begins as early as 4:45pm. This service is intended to be family oriented, so there
will be costumes available for those who would like to take part in the telling of the
Christmas story — all ages are encouraged to participate. Children and youth w ho
have prepared Christmas music (religious) to share should contact AIM Ellen so they
can be included in the pre-service musical offerings. The service will include Holy
Communion and a special lighting ceremony w ith the singing of “Silent Night.”

Christmas Eve

Dear friends at Grace Lutheran Church,

Thank you sooooo much for hosting the w onderful Trunk or Treat on Saturday.
The kids loved it. Thank you for your continued support.

Many blessings, Sue Holland, Beth McAllister, Marion
The Grace volunteers are such a joy and blessing. Thank you, Beth

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Many blessings from God, Marion

Students in grades 6 — 8 are invited to the Middle School Christmas party on
Tuesday evening, Dec. 15, from 7:00 — 8:30pm in the Middle School room in the
Miller Building. Everyone should bring a wrapped gift costing around $5 for a
crazy gift exchange. There will be pizza. Guys should bring a dessert or salty‘ ’ =3
treat to share. Girls should bring a beverage to share. Contact Ms. Ellen if you !{ &&*

have questions. N

Students in gr. 9 — 12 are invited to the Lutheran Teens Talking Christmas party
on Friday, Dec. 11 from 7 to 9pm. Everyone should bring a wrapped gift costing
around $5 for a crazy gift exchange. Therewill be pizza. Contact Ms. Hlen if you
have questions. The party will be held at the home of Sarah Mulnick, 10629 &
Silverw ood Creek Dr. Guys should bring a beverage to share, and girls should
bring a dessert or salty snack to share. Contact Ms. Ellen if you have questions.

Students in grades 6 — 12 are invited to the North Carolina Synod Lutheran
Y outh Assembly to be held Feb. 19 — 21, 2010 at the Embassy Suites in Greens-
boro. The cost is $125, and the Youth Committee will be paying a portion of
that. Registration forms are available on the Youth bulletin board and are due in

to AIM Ellen by December 10. Youth Assembly
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0 going caroling at the PLMFT Brookside site on Saturday, December 12. Those w ho

“» want to participate can meet at the church at 2:30pm or meet at the site at 3pm. We

will sing, make s'mores (yes, that's right — s’mores) and generally have fun with

w . PLMFT families. We should finish around 4:30pm. Bring friends and family, and we

Carol]_ng will have lots of fun sharing Christmas joy. Contact Marika Yeh, Suzanne Scott or
AlIM Hlen to let them know you are planning on attending (and helping us plan).

r s r . Caroling is going to take a different formthis year than in previous years. We will be

There is a special ministry opportunity for the children of PLMFT Plainview site
on Wednesday, Dec. 30, and you are needed! We are going to take grills and
grill hot dogs or hamburgers for lunch. We will also provide fresh fruit, bever-
ages, and side items. We would also like to provide a box of cereal (perhaps
and individual serving size) to each child who has lunch with us. We may also
play some games or do a craft — depending on the w eather (and we may need a

q 1 ; ; ZL camping canopy too...). The whole event will probably last from noon to 2pm.
ln ZS r This will be a great part of your Christmas 2009 experience! Contact AIM Hlen

OPPORTUNIT if youwould like to help. We will need volunteers, food, game and craft ideas.

Top Ten Reasons to Provide Lunch at PLMFT during Christmas Break

it’s fun!

It gives you something to do w ith your out-of-town relatives.

When school is not in session, children do not have access to free breakfasts and lunches, and families
may have a difficult time w ith the additional expense.

lt’s one of the ways we can fufill our baptismal/confirmation promise “to serve all people follow ing the
example of Jesus Christ.”

It's a greatw ay to share your faith w ith family and friends w ithout sounding “preachy.”

We are reminded that the situations of many needy have not improved just because Christmas has ar-
rived.

You'll get out of the house and won't be around all those leftover Christmas goodies.

it’s the right thing to do.

It helps us develop gratitude for the blessings of our lives.

What w e do to or for others in need, w e do to Jesus.

ATTe There will be no Sunday school for children and youth on December 27 and
\% January 3. Adults will need to check with their class leaders as to w hether
) those classes will be meeting.

On January 10, the first Sunday after Epiphany, there will be a celebration of the arrival of the Wise Men —
Let Your Light Shine Day. Activities will begin in the classrooms and then move into the sanctuary. As the
Wise Men brought gifts to the Christ Child, we are asking for gifts too — toilet paper and diapers for the fami-
lies of PLMFT. Food stamps can not be used for non-food items like paper and cleaning products. Long after
the Christmas decorations are put aw ay, the needs of the less fortunate continue. Epiphany reminds us that
Jesus is the Light of the World. That light shines through us and is reflected off us into dark places in the
world. Plan to be part of this celebration.
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Those sounds, emanating from the Grace Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, are
caring, love, excitement, grief, and joy.

s

The Amazing Graces are meeting again, on Tuesday morning, at 9:30 AM.
The twenty two active members, “Graces” as we like to be called, are making
quilts for Lutheran World Relief.

At one table you will find the cutters, or cutups as Pastor Michael likes to call
us, and at the other table Graces are diligently sew ng. 4 ¢

We have aways been seff-supporting. We take a 25 cent offering at each s
meeting, and we donate our ovn fabric and coffee supplies. The money col QUILTING GROUP
lected is used to buy fiberfill.

We each also donate one dollar when a Grace or close family member passes away. We sit together at her memo-
rial. i sheis achurch member, a quilt banner is hung as a memorial to her. At the next meeting of Graces,we still
feel grief as we look at her empty chair, but we still have our memories.

Graces are motivated by pictures, sent to us by Lutheran World Relief. We might see a young child sleeping on a
quiltw hile close by are his mother and baby sister swaddled in another quilt, follow ing a disaster in a poor country.
Their eyes are riveting.

Each year, in November, our quilts are shipped to Lutheran World Relief, and we attempt to beat the previous
year's goal. As quilters, we are quite prolific. Our goal this year is 220, which surpasses lastyear’s goal of 205.

220 quilts, made by 22 Graces, is pretty wonderfulwe think. The current active Graces are Muriel Anderson, Ethel
Biddle, Jane Cornelius Smith, Melba Fow ler, Emily Gassmann, Jean Gerald, Kit Hemma, Emily Karcher, Peggy
Koehler, Alice Lew is, Johanna Peeples, Lois Jean Query, Clara Reinertsen, Lorrie Rhea, Carol Richards, Dottie
Scott, Wilma Tannler, Anita Tyler, Sarah Wilson, June Wood, June Wulff, and Doris Wunsch.

Johanna Peeples, at 24, i the youngest Grace sitting at our table. However,when shewas a little girl her mother,
Jane Cornelius Smith, brought her to the meetings and Johanna played under the table.

Pat Dicke remembers this . ... In 1968, Jimand | joined Grace Church on the same day as Pastor Dan Wee and
his wife Kristen. Years later Kristen was ordained as a minister. Follow ing Pastor Wee was Pastor Ken Tonnesen,
Bob McGaffin remembers.

Pat Dicke remembers that in the early 70's the Lutheran Church Women’s Circle began. Delores Ratsch was presi-
dent and Pat Dicke was vice president. Nancy Paar and Betty Lombardiwere also officers.

From this group, Ethel Biddle and Nancy Paar founded Amazing Graces. Ethel Biddle remembers that a southern
woman from another state, Pearl Gwyn, told she and Nancy about a sew ing circlewhere she had belonged. Oddly
enough or was it God’s coincidence that Pearl never joined the church or the Amazing Graces.

Amazing Graces has alWways been the name of our group. We originally met in what is now the church nursery.
Larry Biddle and Bob McGaffin made templates for the squares out of cardboard. They used twine to tie off the
quilt. We now useyarn.

Amazing Graces quilters met on alternate Tuesdays, while Handicrafters met in bewween. Handicrafters mended
clothing for the poor, or eke they crocheted, knitted, etc.

Dr. John Paar, Nancy’s husband, started the Open Door Clinic near Wake Med. It is believed that clinic is open
today.

(Contd on page 5)
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Ethel Schoell — Ethel Biddle’s mother

Agnes Anderson — Muriel Anderson and Lorrie Rhea’s mother
Louise Rommelsbach — Doris Wunsch’s mother

Joan Clift

Eddie Hunter (pronounced Edie)

Minnie Ruff

Flora Grueninger

Marie Crisp

Olga Ruppert

Myrtle Todd

Irene Gerdes

Louise Bonke

Hlsie Mulhaussen

Mary Weiser

Joan McGaffin — Bob McGaffin'swife
Irene Treadway

Ellie Forester

Louise Mason

Bea Lamereaux

Margaret Schulz

Astri Peterson — Sid Herje's mother
Pat Davison

Betty Schmitt

These members are from the memories of Ethel, Muriel, Lorrie, Doris, Jane, Glenna Sears, Bob McGaffin, Pat
Dicke, and Sid Herje. Pleaseforgive us if we have omitted anyone.

See you next time and Merry Christmas from “The Graces.”

— Emily Karcher

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH at 1:00 PM

Immediately following the 11:00am w orship service there will be a fellow -
ship lunch in the fellowship hall. After lunch we will be voting on Council

MEETING candidates, 2010 Proposed Mission Plan, receiving annual reports, etc. It

is important that you attend.

The agenda and accompanying reports will be available in the narthex the Sunday prior to the Annual Meet-
ing. Anyone not able to pick up this information should call the office (787-1815) and request that it be
mailed to them. If you leave your request via voice mail, please be sure to include your name and phone
number.

NOTE: PACKETS NOT PICKED UP OR REQUESTED WILL BE DISCARDED
FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL MEETING .
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Thank you to everyone who returned a commitment card in the recent stewardship campaign
“Living a Life of Meaning and Purpose.” Grace hasreceived 123 pledges for over $350,000. In
addition, the following commitments to discipleship practices were received: 54 for home devo-
tions, 72 for reading the Bible at home, 87 for worshipping regulady, 90 for praying daily, and 40
for participating in a small group or Bible study dass. Watch for additional offerings during 2010

for ways to help fulfill these commitments.

May 2010 deepen our connectionsto God, to one another, and to God’s world.

+(

NEW MEMBERS
Tim & Beth Chartrand and son Cade
207 Westover Drive
Knightdale, NC 27545
Tele #919/217-3881

Gary & Lyn ConkKin
204 Irelan Drive
Raleigh, NC 27606
Tele #919/208-6042

BAPTISMS
Cade Luther Chartrand (11/8)

REMOVE — TRANSFERRED

Dan & Susan Baker

Tom & Kit Hemma

Harry & Jan Hubbard

James, Debbie, Kenneth & Melissa Irgens

Campaign
Update

Steven & Heidi Craig
32 Paul Place
Garner, NC 27529
Tele #919/803-0944

James & Carol DeRupa
207 Westover Drive
Knightdale, NC 27545
Tele #919/217-3881

AN]] | i
Our Church Family

lan Nicholas Queen (11/22)

Daniel, Karen, Reid & Scott Johnson
Jacqueline Johnson

Dennis & Susan Lemley

Tom & Ann Thompson

CONGRATULATIONS to Dan Sears who recently received the NC Award from the NC Association of Landscape Archi-
tects for his career of achievement, leadership and service atthe highest level by a prof. landscape architect statewide.

THANK YOU!

Thankyou, Grace friends, for your prayers and cards. It was comforting to know you were there forme.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

“| knew someday I'd be a starl’

OnaLihterNot

— Joan Krueger

“Now turn to hymn 208. Sing the first
verse. Mumble the third. Hum the fifth.”
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Dear Sistersin Christ,

These bear repeating; it's what we're about.

4 Our Mission Statement: To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

Our Purpose Statement: Asa community of women created in the image of God, called to
discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to
grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and
action, and promote healing and wholenessin the church, the society, and the world.

We say these words at the beginning of each meeting, and they serve to spark an open-
ing of our mindsto a desire to act on our love for one another and the world, to an enthu-
siasm for our projects and endeavors as revealed on the monthly agenda. Most of us are coming to the meeting
straight from the labors of the day, tired, and in many ways bowed down by the burdens we have not left at work
You all know the prayer of St. Francis, which starts, Lord, make me an instrument of your peace....” Consider read-
ing to yourselvesthe last part, “O Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seekto be consoled asto console, to
be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love; foritis in giving that we receive, in pardoning that we are
pardoned, and in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.” Thiswas one of the handouts during the program section of
the November meeting, and | am sure that the feeling of peace and joy which flowed through me as| read it was ech-
oed by the feelings you all felt reading it.

It ishard to condense into a few word s three-quarters of an hour of rich inspirational material such as we shared on
November 10™. Suffice it to say, we were treated to an interactive program which encouraged usto enter the minds
of some really interesting biblical characters, and portray them in the light of modern-day emotions and societal pres-
sures. The woman at the well was not only a sinner redeemed by meeting Jesus but was, by her actions after she
met him, a very good model for the WELCA mission statement.

Our next meeting, on December 8" at 6:30PM will be the WELCA Christmas Party. Every woman in the church, from
whatever generation, who would like to celebrate Jesus birthday together with usisinvited. To get us off to a good
start, we will be singing some Christmas Carol s, something that never gets stale. Then we will be assembling Christ-
mas baskets for the families of PLMFT. That said, | need to be specific about some needs we have for these bas
kets, so | will list some things everyone should biing if they can and some things only WELCA members need to
bring. Our meal will be a pot luck of sorts, with chicken provided, so everyone should biing either a side dish or a
dessert, and $5.00 to cover the cost of the chicken and basket contents. We are going to try to assemble 50 bas
kets, so need 50 dozen pieces of fruit and 50 dozen cookies (we already have the baskets and hand towels we
need). Plan on making 2-3dozen cookies and deliver them to the church, marked for WELCA, into the kitchen the
Sunday before the party. We also need some rolls of cellophane, dear, and some ribbon for packaging them up.
WELCA members are reminded to bring in a Christmas figure for a table centerpiece, to be taken home after the

party.

A word about the finandal workshop, More than Money Matters™. it was a big success. Many nice comments were
made by those who attended, and the ones who didn’t missed a lovely program. The ladies who organized it were
encouraged enough to plan another one nextyear at aboutthe same time. So, mark your calendars.

Another word about our November meeting; afterwards we got together in the Conference Room and asse mbled
health kits. Counting the ones donated by church members assembled and raw mateiials leftin the Narthex put to-
gether by our ladies, we were able to donate to LWR 63 kits. Well done, ladies, WELCA or not! We deeply appreci-
ate your support for our callings.

In January we will be doing something a litile different. Instead of our usual meeting, we will be holding a workshop
for planning a program. Instead of the second Tuesday of the month at night, it will take place on Saturday, the 16™
of January, from 10:00am to 12:30pm. Lunch will be served; more about that later. Programsthat are worked up at
that ime will be presented at future meetings. Come and learn to express that theatrical flare!

— Submitted by Jean Gerald
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Holiday Smiles — During the holiday season, please consider becoming a Holiday Smiles

donor and help us spread the joy of the holidays to families who make us love what we do. To
volunteer or for more information, please contact Elisabeth Haherty, Children’s Mentor Advocate atjv@plmft.org or by
phone at (919) 212-8607.

2009 Governor's Medallion for Outstanding Volunteer Service — It isour honor to share with you theexdiing
news that Peter Zierz, a member of our board for the past three years, and the board chair for the past two, has been
named as one of Wake County’s outstanding volunteers, as well as a recipient of the coveted 2009 Governor's Medallion
for Outstanding Volunteer Senice. Only ten people are recognized within Wake County, and only 20 people throughout
the entire state receive the Governor's Medallion Award. Peter was hosted at the State Capitol and the Gowernor's
Mansion on Nov. 2.

Packin’ Snacks Program — Thisfall, the childrenin PLMFT’s afterschool program at Plainview are enjoying nutii-
tious snacks after long days at school thanksto members of Christ the King Lutheran Church, Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, Trinity Baptist Church and Grace Lutheran Church; all sponsors of our Packin’ Snacks Program. Youth groups,
Bible studies and other groups pack up a week's worth of fruit, crackers, goldfish and other healthy snacks in decorated
brown lunch sacks and drop them off at the Plainview location during the day on Monday. Those hungry, growing chil-
dren at Plainview love the snacks, e specially the fruit, and with some good food in their tummies, they are ready to work
and play. There are still several weeks available, so if your group would like to help nurture these young bodies and
minds, contact us at volunteer@plmft.org for more details.

Openings on PLM Board of Directors and Committees — In January, 2010 PLMFT will induct new Boad mem-
bers. Currently, we have two Board vacancies- Co-Chair of Fhance Committee/Co-Treasurer and Secretary. Both posi-
tions are officers and also serve on the Executive Committee. The other co-chair/co-Treasurer will be held by a former
chair/Treasurer. We also have openings on some of our key committees for go-getters, particulady our Communications
and Property Committees. Please contact David Rowe, incoming President of PLM’s Board, for more information at
dlrowe @gmail.com.

PLMFT ‘S 30th Anniversary Celebration **Save the date** — 2010 will mark the 30" anniversary of PLMFT!

March 11, 1980 was the actual date that the official papers were signed, making PLM an official Organization! PLEASE
SAVE March 11", 2010 on your calendar. Detailsto follow. If you would like to be a part of the planning for this cele-
bration, please contact Joanne Andrews at joannerdu@nc.rr.com.

-

Events

/01 2 Upcoping

Summer is coming! We are searching for quality Chiistian young adults to serve as counselors
onour 2010 summer staff. Applicants must be 19 years minimum, love kids, and want a fun and AL~
exciting challenge. Contact Randy at exec@agapekurebeach.org ’”’”«/;’éjj
“O Holy Night’ December 19 ™and 20". Evening indudes dinner and the Chiistmas worship
at the Lakeside Chapel. Singing Chiistmas carols and the Christmas story. See website for cost and more info.
Discernment Retreat for young adults at Kure Beach December 21-23, 2009 FREE .($10 registration fee refund-
able at event) Formore info contact Alissa 919-552-9421 program @adgapekurebeach.org
Watch for the summer brochure coming mid January.
Saturday Safan January 30, 2010 . Predators! Bobcats and Foxes and Bears, Oh My! 9:30-noon. Cost $7.pp $35.
Family maximum pre-registration required aceed @agapekurebeach.org
Hunger Retreat at Kure Beach Lutheran Center Februa ry 5-7,2010 Cost $125.00 for youth 6-8 grades. $75.00
adults contact Alissa for more info 919-5529421.
The ministry isin need of a minivan for our summer day camp
Book your retreat now for 2010. Call to see whatis available at both sites.

Contact Camp Agapé: Telephone: 919-552-9421 E-mail: agape @agapekurebeach.org
Contact Kure Beach: Telephone 910-458-0783 E-mail: kurebeach@agapekurebeach.org
Web site: www.agapekurebeach.omy
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We Believe in Prayer
Prayers the past month

For praise and thanksgiving.... w
78

>
¢

Mark, ELCA Presiding Bishop, Leonard, our Synod Bishop, for Pr. Michael,

AIM Elen, andfor all pastors, teachers, and leaders inthe Church /QV
The ministries of this congregation, The School of Grace , PLM-Families Together, /Z?ﬁq
North Raleigh Ministries, Helen Wright Center, Meals on Wheels, Food

Bark, Kairos Qutside, Alpha, Alliance Medical Ministries, Urban Ministries, Open Door Clinic,

Joy of Discovery LutheranChurch, TheUniversa Christian Church of Hatiti
Our Prayer Partner Congregation, Christ Lutheran Church, Stanley, NC
The President, Congress and Supreme Court of the United States
Leaders of all nations, especially those entrusted with finding a lasting peace in the Middle East
Our military forces (especially Tod Alen, Gabbi Althouse, Alex Berry, Griffin Burns, Tom Chapman,

Eric Kohl, Joseph Liefer, Steve Madritch, Dan Ragone, Doug Ragone, Eric Stunkard, Greg

Troehler)

Forpeople around the worldin need...
Victims andfamilies of those involved in terrorists attacks

Our neighbors who arent sure where their next meal will come from

For our homebound members...

Erika Reter (6301 Cape Charles Dr., Raleigh 27617)

Roz Sekadlo (Emmanuel Home, 202N. Tarboro St., Raleigh, NC 27610)
Paula Stresemann (Long Leaf Neuro-Medical Treatment Ctr., Wilson, NC)

Forilness, surgeriesor injuries. .. (Members)

Scatt Bolin Dolores Kling Vernon & Margarette Peoples
Emily Gassmann Joan Krueger Scoatt Secor

Patrick Handlon Vic Lebsock Dottee Tonnesen

Bob & Shirlkey Hanson Nickey Lovick Ethan & Luna Troehler
Sharon Herrmann Jim MacDaid Pong Zumhagen

Forilness, surgeriesor injuries.... (Family/Friends of Members)

Gerri Boatlick Pat Brown’s cousin

Ralph Breeding Charles Breeding’s brother

Nancy Charles Pat Brown’s friend

The Chitinis Family
Tom & Anthony DeSando
Richard Driftmyer

Suzanne Hagen’s f riends
Ray Gerald’s uncles
EvelynWood’s brother-in-law

Mark Eimore Helen Hauser’s nephew
Dorothy Free Dee Kling’s mother

Pam Harrell Robin Queen’s mother
Beverly Ingall Alan Ingall's mother
Stephen & Kelly Kelbaugh Gary & JillNobles' friends
Charles Kistler Barbara Oates’ father

Kim Kohagen Dic & Eileen Kohagen's daughter-in-law
John Krisko Trude McLaughlin's husband
Howard Lebsock Vic Lebsock’s brother

Mary Mackay Pat Brown’s friend

Virginia Moxley Nancy Thompson's mother
John Munson Barbara Rodberg’s father
Ken Perkins Fomer Member of Grace
Pat Samuels Pat Brown’s friend

Mary Lou Sielschott SuzanneHagen’s aurnt
Clara Siros Robin Queen’s niece

Paul Thomas Smith
Lucile Spense
Diane Schember

Pr. Michael & Judy Frye’s grand nephew
Eulaline Ramsahoye’s neighbor
Rosie Miller's cousin

Spike Spirella Tommy & Barbara Oates’ family friend
Linda Tilley Dorothy Conner’s friend

Tom Torbet Suzanne Hagen’s brother

Jon Turner Peggy MacDaid’s cousin

For familiesof...
Jack DeAmitt
Whitt Joyner
Edgar Saul

Ray DeAmitt's father
George Joyner’s brather
Eulaline Ramsahoye’s uncle
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Wednesdays, December
2nd, 9th and 16th
Meal at 6:00pm

Worship at 7:00pm
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Holiday
Schedule

Saturday, November 28th

9:00am Hanging of the Greens’ in the Narthex and
Sanctuary (tall help needed for decorating
the Chrismon Tree in the Sanctuary). Any
member isinvited to help.

Saturday, December 12th
3:00pm - 4:30pm Caroling at PLMFT Brookside

Thursday, December 24th (Christmas Eve)
5:00pm Family Service with Holy Communion and
Children’s Christmas Program
Choral Presentation
Candlelight Service with Holy Communion

10:40pm
11:00pm

Friday, December 25th (Christmas Day)
7:00am Community Scandinavian Service in the

Sanctuary

Sunday, December 27th
8:15am Festival of Lessons & Carols

& 11:00am




